Histological, histochemical and ultrastructural features of hyaline inclusions in hepatocytes of striped dolphins (Stenella coeruleoalba).
Many striped dolphins (Stenella coeruleoalba) which died in the recent morbillivirus epizootic in the Mediterranean Sea had hyaline inclusions in hepatocytes. We investigated the histological, histochemical and ultrastructural features of these inclusions in two affected dolphins. Histochemical tests indicated that they contained glycoprotein but not lipid. Ultrastructurally, they consisted of granular, moderately electron-dense material, bounded by a membrane. A central or eccentric core of highly electron-dense material was usually apparent. The inclusions were probably of lysosomal origin.